jB           FAREWELL, FRANCE!
" For all I care he may have it," was the
reply.
And thus Czechoslovakia was betrayed.
My friend G. E. R. Gedye, in his book
" Fallen Bastions ", has told the story of this
defeat for democracy. How often have I
since been reminded of his moving account!
We were in the main Continental bastion
now, which, through treacherous and crimi-
nal folly, had let its strongest outpost fall
into the enemy's hands. It paid for it.
France lost the war partly because it had lost
Czechoslovakia: it was the absence of an
eastern front which made the onslaught in
the west so formidable. And France lost
the war mainly because of the same reasons
which had made her abandon her ally. It
seemed like the working of destiny in a
Greek tragedy: a fate was fulfilled to
. avenge a crime. One could almost feel the
dead ramparts of the Czech bastion reaching
out of their graves of concrete and gripping
the Maginot Line, as their great Skoda guns
now stood on the Siegfried Line threatening
the French. The fall of the bastion entailed
the fall of the fortress.
At Munich France had abdicated as a
Continental Power* This was the immediate
effect of the " spirit of Munich ", which Ger-